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Bravo to Madeleine Ryan and her team for their compelling article on the normality of children dealing with autism. Published on July 2nd, 2020 in the New York Times Magazine, and entitled ''Dear parents: Your Child With autism is perfect'', Madeleine's article aims to address parents who tend to think that children living with autism are abnormal or ''sick''. The author comments that being a parent of an autistic kid means being the parent of everyone's unacknowledged feelings and needs, and it's quite a difficult task. She continues to say that children living with autism embody their co-workers, family, or friends' passions and sensitivities only that theirs are amplified. Madeleine argues that children with autism express themselves with a rawness that even society's foundations shake. They are anti-social and only express themselves when they need something. She claims that the instincts of autistic kids are not like that of a normal child; rather, they are the opposite. Shading light to the matter using her very own real-life narrative of how she struggled with her autistic childhood, the author portrays children with autism as fragile. She mentions that autism is often misdiagnosed, for as an autistic child, she had to deal with lots of misdirected diagnostics. She concludes by writing that there really isn't a need to cure kids with autism; all you need to do is listen to them, for this is the best medical care they could receive. 
Madeleine’s article is based on the many scientific studies conducted across the United States that reveal the huge increase in the diagnoses of developmental disorders such as autism in adolescents and children. Drain, S., & Engelhard (2013) conducted a naturalistic study on six autistic children ranging from the age of 10 to 16 years (SD = 2.1, M = 12.8) to investigate the intentional communicative acts of non-verbal kids with autism inside a classroom environment. The researchers were mainly interested in figuring out the differences between evoked and spontaneous communicative acts. Each child attended the same school but was put in different classes. Each kid was observed for approximately thirty minutes during normal school days. An observer coded the absence or presence of an antecedent, the function and form of the communicative act, and the instructors' response to the child. Based on the results, sixty-three of the one hundred and fifty-five communicative events were spontaneous. The study also revealed the following three main symptoms of an autistic child: delayed milestones, trouble with nonverbal and verbal communication, and socially awkwardness. The study also revealed that children with autism communicate spontaneously, and they only do so when they require something. The study contained a few implications for educational practices as it provided empirical support for certain teaching methods that are most used with non-verbal kids with autism. The study's limitations included: the shorter period of participant observance than previous research and the restricted sample size. 
Madeleine presents her article on autism in well laid out manner. She isn’t far away from what Drain, S., & Engelhard (2013) refer to as autism. For instance, in her article, she mentions that children with autism are naturally anti-social, has opposite instincts, and express themselves in a raw manner. This, according to research conducted by Drain, S., & Engelhard (2013), are a sign of an autistic child. Although her article was quite eye-catching, I have to say I am disappointed with Madeleine’s failure to note some salient facts. For instance, Madeleine fails to note the causes of autism, which might have been of great help according to her context. She clearly notes that many parents are unaware of what autism is, but she fails to explain what may cause their kids to be autistic. Throughout the article, Jenifer seems actually to favor a social explanation for the autism. She fails to consider that in some kid's socially awkwardness or troubles with nonverbal and verbal communication, which are major signs of autism diagnosis might have exacerbated or caused by genetic mutations, low-birth weight, and an immediate member of the family with autism, metabolic imbalances among others. 
The study by Drain, S., & Engelhard (2013) analyzed the intentional communicative acts of non-verbal kids with autism. The articles’ abstract and title are appropriate for the content of the text. Furthermore, the study is well constructed, the experiments are well-conducted, and the analysis was well performed. The study describes autism as a neurodevelopmental disorder characterized by several impairments in linguistic, behavioral, and social domains. Unlike Madeleine’s article that only offers a social perspective to the autism disorder, the research, just like many other naturalistic and clinical studies, provides the causes, signs and symptoms of the neurodevelopmental disorder.  This scientific study sheds more light on autism which helps both teachers and parents handle their autistic children. The study supports certain teaching methods that are most used with non-verbal kids with autism. It advocates for love and understanding for autistic children.
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